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I~ pursuance of the Proclamation entitled “Proclamation for the
constitution of a National Liberation Council for the administration
of Ghana and for other matters connected therewith”, published
in Gazette No. 11 of Monday, 28th February, 1966, this Decree
is hereby made ;-

PART I—CONTROL OF ANTIQUITIES

Permit to 1. (1) No person shall export any antiquity except in accordance

export. with an export permit issued by the Board.

(2) Application for an export permit shail be made in writing
to the Director of the National Museum at least three months
before the proposed date of export, unless the Board in its dis-
cretion accepts a lesser period.

(3) Every application shall contain the name of the antiquity,
its function, a full description with dimensions, its local cost or
an cstimate of its value, and the date when, the place where, and
the person from whom it was obtained.

(4} Unless the Dircctor otherwise requires, the application
shall be accompanied by an adequate photograph or photographs
of the antiquity.

Tnspection. 2. (1) Unless the antiquity is delivered to the Director and teft
in his charge, the apphicant shail state its jocation and, if it is to be
moved, its cxpected location during the period before the date of
the proposcd cxport.

(2) The applicant shall permit and facilitate such access to,
and inspection of, the antiquity as the Dircctor may require and
shall permit to be affixed or applied thereto any seal or identifica-
tion mark of the Board.

Prohibiton 3. (1) The Director may, with the prior consent of the Board,

of export and prohibit the export of any antiquity if he considers that such cxport

exemption. it not be in the public interest.

(2) The Dircctor may give a certificate that any object does
not require an cxport permit if in his judgment the object s not an
antiquity within the meaning of this Deciee.

Terms of 4. (1) An export permit shall be in the prescribed form and
j:’f”“i: ta subject to such conditions as may be prescribed.
xport. )
(2) No permit shall authorise the removal from Ghana of any
antiguiiy cxcept through a recognised customs polt or atrport.

ficer shall allow the export of any antiquity

Permit to be 5. No customs O Yy
t permit 1n respect

surrendered.  ntil there has been surrendered to him an expor
of that antiquity.



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

3 N.L.C.D. 387.

NATIONAL MUSEUM DECREE, 1969

6. (1) Where the Director is of the opinion that any antiquity g:r’rﬁgg(g{"
is likely or intended to be exported (whether lawfuily or otherwise), antiquity.
or where an application for an export permit has been made and

refused, the Director may—

{a) require the owner of the antiquity or the person in
whose possession or custody it may be to surrender
it to the National Museum; and

(b) pay for the antiquity a price which is assessed by the
Board and which is, in the cpinion of the Board, the
fair market price of the antiguity in Ghana.

(2) Payment for an antiquity under this paragraph shall be
made to the person who is, in the opinion of the Board, the owner
or person otherwise lawfully entitled to receive payment therefor.

(3) Any person required to surrender an antiquity under this
paragraph who fails to do so shall be guilty of an offence and liable
on conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred New Cedis, and
the antiquity shalf be forfeited to the National Museum by order
of the Court.

7. (1) No person shall sell or offer any antiquity for sale by way {?)i(;i:';lcc
of trade or business except in accordance with a licence issued by :
‘the Board.

(2) Application for a licence to seli antiquities shall be made
in writing to the Director and shall be in such form and subject to
such conditions as may be prescribed.

8. (1) No person shall by means of excavation or similar opera- i’:{';f}:l‘c"
tions search for any antiquity unless authorised by a permit issued
by the Board.

{2) Before issuing a permit to excavate, the Board shall satisfy
itself that the applicant is competent by training and experience to
carry out the operations for which the permit is required, and may
require to be satisfied that the applicant has the financial or other
support of an archaeological or scientific society or institution of
good repute. :

(3) A permit to excavate may be granted subject to such con-
ditions as the Board thinks fif, and may at any time be revoked by
the Board without reason assigned, and shall not confer any right
to enter upon any land without the consent of the person entitled
to grant consent.

(4} The person to whom a permit to excavate is granted and
all persons engaged in any excavation or other operations to which
it relates shall, if so required by any person authorised in writing by
the Beard, suspend the excavation or other operation until notified
by the Board that it may be resomed.
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bz (1) No person shall remove any antiquity from its original site
without the consent of the Board.

(2) Every person shall, when applying to the Roard for consent
under this paragraph, state the exact locality in which the antiquity
is situated and the place to which, and the purpose for which, he
wishes to remove if, and the Board may requirc him to submit an
adequate photograph or photographs of the antiquity.

10. (1) Every person who discovers an antiquity, and the owner
or occupier of any land upon which an antiquity is discovered o
becoming aware of the discovery, shall without delay notify the
Board in writing of the discovery.

(2) No person mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) shall alicnate
the antiquity discovered until the Board has been notified, nor
within six months of the date of notification without the written
consent of the Board.

{3) When the Board becomes aware of the discovery of an
antiquity but has not been notified, it may notify the discovery fo
any person who is or appears 10 be the owner or in control of the
antiquity, and any person so nofified shall not alienate the anti-
quity within six months of the date of notification by the Board
without the written consent of the Board.

11. (1) The Commissioner may, on the recommendation of the
Board, by executive instrument proclaim any moenument which
does not belong to the State to be a national monument:

Provided that before making a recommendation under this
paragraph the Board shall give not less than two months’ written
notice of its intention to make the recommendation fo the owner or
person in control of the monument, who may lodge with the Board
objections in writing to the proposed recommendations; and the
Board, when making any such recommendation, shall submit to
the Commissioner evidence that the owner or person in control
has received such notice, together with any objections lodged
against the recommendation.

(2) The Commissioner may by executive instrument prociaim
any monument which belongs to the State to be 2 national monu-

ment.

12. (1) Any person who-—
(a) exports or attempts to export any antiquity without
an export permit or otherwise than in accordance
with an export permit or otherwise than through a
recognised customs port or airport; oI
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(b) sclls or offers any antiquity for sale by way of trade
or business without a licence or otherwise than in
accordance with a licence issued by the Board; or

{¢) by excavation or similar operations scarches for any
antiquity without a permit or otherwise than in
accordance with a permit issued by the Board; or

(d) without the written consent of the Boeu:c!Z alters,
destroys, damages or removes from its original site
any antiquity, or attempts to do so; or

(ey defaces, damages or destroys any notice or tablet
erected by the Board; or

(f) in any application to the Board or to the Director
under this Decree, knowingly makes any statement
which is false in any material respect or supplies
any photograph which is false in any material respect;
or

(g) wilfully obstructs any member or employee of the
Board in the exercise of any power conferred on the
Board by this Decree; or

(k) otherwise contravenes or fails to comply with any
provision of this Decree,

shail be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding two hundred New Cedis or toimprisonment not exceeding
twelve months, or to both.

~12) Where a person is convicted of attempting te export any
antiquity contrary to any provision of this Decree the court may
order that the antiquity be forfeited to the National Museum.

{3) Where a person is convicted of an offence which has
resulted in damage to, destruction or removal of any antiquity
or any part thereof, or any notice or tablet erected by the Board,
the court may, in addition to any other penalty which it may impose,
order him to pay such sum as the court may determine to repair
the damage or for the value of the thing removed or destroyed,
and may, in default of such payment, order him to be imprisoned
for a further period not exceeding three months in addition to any
term imposed under sub-paragraph (1).

PART [T —ESTABLISHMENT, DUTIES AND POWERS OF BOARD

13. (1} There shall continue to be a Ghana Museum and Monu- Ghana

ments Board consisting of not more than ten members appointed Museum and
Monuments

by the Commissioner. Roard.
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(2} The Board shall continue to be a body corporate with
perpetual succession and a commeon seal and subject to this Decree
shall have power to acquire and hold land and other property.

Eglur%s of 14. 1t shall be the duty of the Board——
(@) to equip, maintain and manage the National Museum;

(b) to establish, equip, maintain and manage such other
museums as it thinks fit;

(¢) to preserve, repair or restore any anfiquity which it
considers to be of national importance;

(d) when required by the Commissioner, to investigate
and report on any matter relating to any antiquity;

(e) to keep a register of all antiguities which it acquires
or which are brought to its notice.

Aniual 15, The Board shall on or before the 31st day of March, in each
Report. year forward to the Commissioner a report of its work during the
year which ended on the 31st day of December last preceding and
of any other matters connected with the preservation of antiquities.

E‘;;”ff of 16. (1) The Board may—

' {a) list all menuments whose proclamation as national
monuments it considers desirable, ascertain the owner
of any such monument, and recommend to the Com-
missioner the proclamation of any national monu-
ment;

(b) if it has sufficient funds for the purpose, purchase or
otherwise acquire by agreement any antiquity;
. (¢) assume control over any antiquity with the consent of
the person having the ownership or control thereof;
(d) insure any antiquity which is owned by it or is under
its control;
(e} lend, or subject to paragraph 17, gi\{e any such anti-
quity to any museuin or other public institution; :
(/) with the prior permission in writing of the owner or
person. having control of any site of any antiguity,
undertake the excavation of such site and authorise
any act to be done which it considers necessary for
that purpose and for preserving any antiquity dis-
covered during the excavation; .
(¢) with the prior consent in writing of the owner or
person having control of the property concerned,
erect notices or tabicts in suitable places to provide
information about historic events occurring there;
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(i) through any of its members or servants, have r:;as.on-
able access at all reasonable times to any antiquity;

(i) prepare and issue publications on antiquities;

(j) arrange exhibitions of antiquities in Ghana or else-
where. :

(2) The Board may— _ . .
(g) grant sums of money or give other material assistance
to any external museum;

(b) at the request of any external museum, provz_de tech-
nical help or appoint its representatives to the staff
or controlling body of that museuwn, or take over the
control of that museurm,

17. (1) The Board may dispose of any antiquity owned or l:{?.\f,ﬁifeo
controlled by it by way of exchange where the Director o_f the
National Museum certifies in writing that the exchange is desirable
in the interests of the National Museum.

(2) Save as aforesaid, the Board shall not without the written
consent of the Commissioner alienate, hypothecate or lct any anti-
quity owned or controlled by it

18. The members of the Board shall hold office for such period as ;E;LL‘* ol
the Commissioner may determine, but any Sugh member may at
any time resign his office by giving written notice o thf; Commis-
sioner, Or may be removed from office if the Commussioner in
? . v
writing so directs.

ParT IIT--MEETINGS, PROCEEDINGS AND REMUNERATION

19, (1) A member of the Board shall be appointed by the Com- Meeime:
missioner as Chairman of the Board.

(2) The Director of the National Museum shall be a member
of the Board.

(3) The Board shall ordinarily meet at such times and places
as the Chairman may determine and in any event at least twice 2
Year.

(4) The Chairman may, and on the request in wri.ting of not
Jess than four members of the Board shall, cail a special meeting
of the Board at such time and place as he may determine.

(5) The Chairman shall preside over all mectings of the
Board but in his absence from any meeting a member nomlr_lated by
him, or if no such member is nominated, a member appointed by
the members present, shall preside at that meeting.
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(6) A decision of the majority of the members of the Board
present at any meeting shall be deemed to be a decision of the
Board and in the event of an equality of votes the Chairman or
the member presiding shall have a second or casting vote.

(7) The quorum at any meeting of the Board shall be four.

20. (1) The Board may appoint from among its members such
Commiittees as it may consider necessary and may delegate to any
such committee such of its powers as the Board may specify.

(2) A committee of the Board may co-opt as additional
members of the committee such number of persons as it thinks
fit not exceeding one-third of the total number of members of the
committee.

21. No vacancy among the members of the Board or defect in
the appointment of any such members shall affect the validity of
any act or proceeding of the Board.

22. No remuneration shall be paid to members of the Board
or to co-opted members of committees but each such member
may be paid such reasonable travelling expenses as he may incur
whilst engaged upon the Roard’s business and at such rates as may
be determined by the Commissioner.

PaRT 1V--MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, QFTICERS AND
EMPLOYEES

23. (1) The Commissioncr may determine the method of appoint-
ment and qualifications of the members of the Board and the period
for which they shall hold office.

(2) The Board shall have power to appoint a Director of
the National Museum and such other officers and employees as it
considers necessary for the efficient conduct of its functions upon
such terms and conditions as it may with the approval of the Com-
missioney determine.

24. The Board may grant pensions and gratuities or refifing
allowances to any officers or employees and may require such,
officers to contribute to any pension or superannuation scheme.

PART V—FUNDS, ACCOUNTS AND AupiT

25. (1) The funds of the Roard shall include all grants, subven-
tions, donations, fees, subscriptions and other sums accruing to
the Board in the discharge of its functions, and shall be applied
exclusively to carry out the objects of the Board as specified in this

Decree.
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(2) All moneys received on behalf of the Board shall be paid
into its account at a bank approved for that purpose by the Com-
missioner responsible for Finance.

26. (1) The Board shall kecp proper books of account and ?{fggumsand
proper records in relation thereto. R

(2) Subiject to such directions as to form as the Commissioner
responsible for Finance and the Commissioner may jointly give,
the Board shall prepare in each financial year a statement of account
which shall include—

(@) a balance sheet, a statement of income and expense
and a statement of surplus containing such information
as, had the Board been a company regisiered under
the Companies Code, 1963 (Act 179), would be required
to be laid before the company by the directors at an
annual meeting; and

() such other information in respect of the financial
affairs of the Board as the Commissioner responsible
for Finance may require.

{3) The Board shall, as scon as possible but within six months
afier the end of each financial year, submit an annual report to the
Commissioner, in such form as the Commissioner may prescribe,
which shall include the statements of account specified in sub-
paragraph (2) of this paragraph, and the Commissioner shall as
soon as practicable lay the report before the Government.

(4) The Board shall submit to the Commissioner such other
report of its financial affairs as the Commissioner may require,

(5) The Board’s financial year shall end on the same day as
that of the Central Government cach year,

27. (1} The Auditor-General or an auditor appointed by him Auditor-
shall every year audit the books and accounts of the Board and Ocpertt
shall, not later than the 31ist day of March each vear, forward to accounts.
the Commissioner a copy of the audited accounts and his report

thercon.

(2) The Auditor-General shall report every year to the Com-
missioner the results of his examination and the report shall state
whetheér in his opinion—-

{a) proper books of accounts have been kept by the Board;
" () the financial statement of the Board—
(i) was preparcd on a basis consistent with that of

the preceding year and is in agreement with the
books of accounts,
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(ii) in the case of the balance sheet, gives a true and
fair view of the state of the Board’s affairs as at
the end of the financial year; and

(iit) in the case of the statement of income and
cxpense, gives a true and fair view of the income
and expense or profit and loss account of the
Boadr for the financial year,

and the Auditor-General shall eall the attention of the Commissioncr

to any other matter falling within the scope of his examination
which in his opinion shouid be brought to the attention of the

Government.
(3) The Auditor-General shalt make to the Beard or to the

Commissioner such other reports as he considers necessary or as
the Government, the Commissioner responsible for Finance or the

Commissioner may require. _
(4) Theannual report of the Auditor-General shall be included
in the annual report of the Board.

PART VI—GENERAL

28. (1) The Board may by executive instrument make regula-
tions—

Regulations,

(@) providing for access of the public to any antiguities
owned by or under the controi of the Board, and fixing
fees payable for such access;

{b) providing for the licensing of persons seliing antiquities
by way of trade or business;

(¢} prescribing the fees payable for the issue or grant of
any licence or permit required to be issued or granted

under this Decree;

(d) safeguarding antiquities and tablets and notices erected
by the Board from disfigurement, aiteration, removal,
or destruction;

(¢) regulating and imposing conditions with respect to
the excavation, removal or export of antiqu_ltxes, and
for any other matter to be prescribed under this Decree;

(f) generally for carrying out the principles ard puryose
of this Decree. .

(2) Regulations made under this paragraph may prescribe
fines not exceeding fifty New Cedis.

(3) No such regulations shall be made until they have been
approved by the Commissioner.
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29. The National Muscum shall be deemed also to include the mfzgi)nngﬂof

Natural History Museum, the Museum of Scicnce and Technology, muscum™
and such other museums as may be designated by the Commissioner

for that purpose by executive instrument.

. . . Interpre-
30, In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires— ragjon,

“antiquity’’ means--

(a) an object of archacological interest or land in
which any such object is believed to exist or was
discovered, including any land adjacent to such
object or land which in the opinion of the Board
is reasonably required to maintain the object or
the land or its amenities or to provide access
thereto, or for the exercise of proper control or
management over such object or land; or

(B) any work of art or craftwork, including any
statue, modelled clay figure, figure, cast or wrought
iron metal carving, housepost, door, ancestral
figure, religious mask, staff, drum, bowl, orna-
ment, utensil, weapon, armour, regalia, manu-
script or document, if such work of art or craftwork
is of indigenous origin and

(i) was made or fashioned before the year
1900, or—

(i1) is of historical, artistic, or scientific interest,
and is or has been used at any time in the
performance, and for the purposes of, any
traditional ceremony;

“Board” means the Ghana Museum and Monuments
Board;

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner responsible
for Education;

“Dircctor” means the Director of the National Museum;

“external muscum™ means a museum in Ghana other than
a museumn within the direct control of the National
Museum

“maintenance”, in relation to an antiquity, includes the
fencing, repairing, and covering in of the antiquity,
and the doing of any other act or thing which may be
required 10 repair or protect it from decay or injury;
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“object of archacological interest” means-—

(@) any fossil remains of man or of animals found
in association with man; ot

(b} any site, trace or ruin of an ancient habitation,
working place, midden or sacred place; or

(c) any cave or other natural shelter, or engraving,
drawing, inscription, painting or inscription on
rock or elsewhere; or '

(d) any stone object or implement believed to have
been used or produced by early man; or

(¢) any ancient structure, erection, memorial, cause-
way, bridge, cairn, tumulus, grave, shrine, exca-
vation, well, water tank, artificial pool, monolith,
group of stoncs, carthwork, wall gateway or
fortification; or

(f) any antique tool or object of metal, wood, stone,
clay, leather, textile, basketware or other material,
which is of archaeological interest.

s

Repeal. 31. The Ghana Museum and Monuments Board Ordinance,
1957 (No. 20) is hereby repealed.

Made this 29th day of August, 1969.

J. W. K. HARLLEY
Deputy Chairman of the National Liberation Council

Dale of Gazetie notification: 8th August, 1969,
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